
Pink Task Force from Kozhikode 

 

Pink Task Force is the district initiative put forward by Kozhikode District Mission 

to support the gender activities of women in the district. Even though women are 

always in the forefront in regard of education and skills, still they are facing too 

many atrocities against them. Kudumbashree Kozhikode District Mission had 

come forward with such a district initiative to help the women attain their own 

space and importance in the society! 

 

Atrocities against Women 

Violence Against Women (VAW), also known as gender-based violence, is, 

collectively, violent acts that are primarily or exclusively committed against 

women. Sometimes considered a hate crime, this type of violence targets a 

specific group with the victim's gender as a primary motive. This type of violence 

is gender-based, meaning that the acts of violence are committed against women 

expressly because they are women. The UN Declaration on the Elimination of 

Violence against Women states, "violence against women is a manifestation of 

historically unequal power relations between men and women" and "violence 

against women is one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women are 

forced into a subordinate position compared with men." 

Women in the Indian society have been victims of humiliation, torture and 

exploitation for as long as we have written records of social organization and 



family life. Today, though women are being gradually recognized as important, 

powerful and meaningful contributors to the life of men; but some of the cruel 

practices thrive even today. In spite of the legislative measures adopted in favour 

of women in our society after Independence, the spread of education and 

women’s gradual economic independence, countless women still continue to be 

victims of violence and extreme cruelty. The term ‘atrocities against women’ 

refers to as “a cruel and wicked act against a woman which causes her emotional 

or physical injury or both“. 

The Police Research Bureau, Delhi has referred to “crime against women” under 

two categories: 

 Crimes under the Indian Penal Code, and 

 Crimes under the local and special laws. 

The Bureau has identified seven crimes in the first category and four crimes in the 

second category of crimes. The seven crimes under the IPC are: rape, kidnapping 

and abduction, homicide for dowry, torture (physical and mental), molestation, 

eve-teasing; and importation of girls up to 21 years of age, while the four crimes 

under the local and special laws are: commission of sati, dowry prohibition, 

immoral traffic, and indecent representation of women. 

There is a need to raise voice and fight against atrocities against Women. Further, 

for each reported rape, many unreported rapes and for each reported eve-teasing 

many unreported eve- teasing cases occurs. 

The number of reported cases of atrocities against women in India has increased 

in recent years. The increase in the number of reported not only 



indicates  increased reporting but it only indicates an increased awareness about 

gender parity and women’s rights, the confidence of the victims in the new laws 

for their protection, and because of institutions such as  Family Courts, and NGOs 

working for women. But we know that all cases are not reported and recorded for 

various reasons. 

 

Women empowerment 

Women empowerment has become a significant topic of discussion in the present 

social scenario.  It can also point to the approaches regarding other trivialized 

genders in a particular political or social context.  Women’s economic 

empowerment refers to the ability for women to enjoy their right to control and 

benefit from resources, assets, income and their own time, as well as the ability 

to manage risk and improve their economic status and well being. 

To empower a woman in India, it is needed to kill the factors that are against the 

rights and values of women in the society such as dowry system, illiteracy, sexual 

harassment, inequality, infanticide, domestic violence against women, rape, 

illegal trafficking etc. Giving priority to the gender equality facilitates women 

empowerment all over the country. It needs women to be strong physically, 

mentally and socially. Various mass campaigns are needed to make them aware 

about of the values and rights they really possess.  Women empowerment has the 

power to do many things in the society and the country.  Empowering women 

may easily help to grow each and every member of the family without any extra 

effort.  



 

Relevance of Kudumbashree Mission 

Empowerment of Women would automatically bring empowerment to everyone.  

This would only be possible only through fruitful interventions into the society. 

Kudumbashree is the only organisation in the state of Kerala that has got such a 

huge network among the common men of the society.  Only through 

Kudumbashree, fruitful interventions could be done to get the desired results. 

Since the time of inception, Kudumbashree Mission had been making notable 

interventions to bring in positive changes among the Kerala’s women population. 

Kudumbashree acts as a catalyst that would work in between to motivate them 

and help them find a way of their own to be independent and strong.  Being an 

organization that work with the vision of empowering women, thereby to 

empower the nation, Kudumbashree believes that it is the responsibility of the 

Mission to ideate new programmes to train them to fight back against the 

atrocities against them. Several gender based campaigns are being organised by 

Kudumbashree to mould them to be aware of the discriminations against them 

and the ways to fight back. 

 

Gender Self learning Programme   

Gender Self learning Programme could be regarded as the first social educational 

process that would have direct implications on rights and entitlements of women 

in grass roots. Unlike conventional women empowerment programmes that 

adhere to awareness classes, gender self learning programme aims at facilitating  



neighbourhood groups on discussions that reflect on discrimination, violence and 

inequality. Each women represented in the network is regarded as a participant, 

information provider and knowledge creator. 

 

Vigilant group formation & Pink task Force  

As per the directions of the Kudumbashree State Mission, and as part of the 

Gender Self Learning Programme, Vigilant Groups were formed among the CDS to 

empower them and to fight back the atrocities against them in the district. They 

were trained professionally to face any such acts. Associating with the Kozhikode 

Police Department, vigilant groups were formed among the 82 CDS in the district. 

They were given defence training to fight against those atrocities.  

By selecting 2 women out of those trained among the 82 CDSs, a Pink Task Force 

was formed in the district during August 2017. The Pink Task Force was launched 

as a district initiative of Kudumbashree Kozhikode District Mission.  Activities for 

giving training in 3 phases on defence and the services offered by the women 

departments for the Pink task Force is being planned under the leadership  of 

Gender team in the district . The District Mission was able to ensure that the Pink 

Task Force members were included in all activities of Nirbhaya Cell in the district 

and were given proper training on it. 

The Pink task Force is always active in their concerned CDSs. They empower the 

women emotionally and physically and train their fellow women. The Pink Task 

Force also work as volunteers in the events conducted by the Kozhikode District 

Mission as well. 



 

Through the formation of Pink Task Force, Kudumbashree Kozhikode District 

Mission had made a big leap by intervening into the crisis situation with the real 

tool in hand. As the programme envisages, these empowered women would 

make revolutionary changes in the attitude of the women themselves on their 

view point on the atrocities against them. The gender programmes implemented 

in the district are worthy enough to be replicated by the other districts as well. 

 

 


